'regions that look seaward' Nelkynda, Bakarê, Balita, Komar, Kolchoi, Kamara, Podukê, and Sôpatma.4 Of the twenty-two ports listed here, roughly half are either known to us or susceptible to identification, while two of the place names are clearly corrupt. In Cosmas (again disregarding 'Sindou') the crucial passage in Book xi mentions eleven place names: Orrothâ, Kalliana, Sibôr, Malé, Parti, Mangarouth, Salopatana, Nalopatana, Poudapatana, Marallo, and Kaber (with an epsilon).5 Of these, two are the names of regions: Orrothâ is Saurashtra, i.e. Kathiawar, and Malé is the Malabar coast. Excluding these, Cosmas seems to list a total of nine ports (five of these in Malé/Malabar), of which five are known or can be found. Since Kalliana occurs in both lists, we have a net total of fifteen Indian ports whose locations are either well established or can be surmised with some certainty or probability.
I'd like to start this paper by considering some of these uncertain-looking place names whose locations can be mapped with more confidence. In the Cosmas/Periplus lists there are six in particular that are worth sorting out. These are Mandagora (Periplus), Mangarouth (Cosmas), Sibôr (Cosmas), Poudapatana (Cosmas), Bakarê (Periplus), and Kaber (Cosmas). Mandagora was either Mandwa, 18 km north of Alibag in Raigad district, near its northern tip, or, as Vasant Shinde has suggested, Kuda-Mandad at the head of the Janjira creek, a short distance south of Chaul.6 Since it is listed after Sêmylla in both the Periplus and Ptolemy, and Sêmylla was medieval Saimur, that is, Chaul in Raigad (today Revdanda), Shinde's suggestion preserves the sequence of both sources. Mangarouth in Cosmas was almost certainly Mangalore.7 In Cosmas it is the second Malé (Malabar) location after Parti (unknown but possibly Barçelore), and before Salopatana and Nalopatana (both unknown). This gives us some idea of how far up the west coast Malé/Malabar was thought to extend, at least in the circles Cosmas moved in.
In Cosmas, Sibôr is sandwiched between Kalliana and Malé and was almost certainly his name for Sindābūr of the Arabic sources, namely, Goa.8 In other words, Cosmas' description of the west coast of India divided it into four major segments: Saurashtra or Kathiawar in Gujarat, Kalyan just north of Bombay, Sindābūr or Goa, and the Malabar ports ending with Poudapatana. This last location can be identified with 'Budfattan' in Ibn Baṭṭūṭa9 or modern
